
The removal of GUR status from all tree plantations.  

  

As of August 2014. All tree plantations, within the boundaries of the course, will be 

IN PLAY.  

If you land your ball within these areas and the ball is not found then please proceed 

under rule 27-1 a&c (ball not found within 5 minutes) NOTE: - It would be prudent 

to always play a provisional ball (rule 27-2) if there is any doubt that the ball in play 

may be lost within the tree’s.  

If the ball is found to be unplayable i.e. it lies within a bush. Please proceed under rule 

28 (ball unplayable)  

  

Keith Nicol  

Club Captian  

September 2014  

  

Extracts from the rule book  

   

27-1 - Stroke and Distance; Ball Out of Bounds; Ball Not Found Within Five 

Minutes  

  

a. Proceeding Under Stroke and Distance   

At any time, a player may, under penalty of one stroke, play a ball as nearly as 

possible at the spot from which the original ball was last played (see Rule 20-5), i.e. 

proceed under penalty of stroke and distance.   

Except as otherwise provided in the Rules, if a player makes a stroke at a ball from the 

spot at which the original ball was last played, he is deemed to have proceeded under 

penalty of stroke and distance.   

   

b. Ball Out of Bounds   

If a ball is out of bounds, the player must play a ball, under penalty of one stroke, as 

nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball was last played (see Rule 

20-5).   

   

c. Ball Not Found Within Five Minutes   

If a ball is lost as a result of not being found or identified as his by the player within 

five minutes after the player's side or his or their caddies have begun to search for it, 

the player must play a ball, under penalty of one stroke, as nearly as possible at the 

spot from which the original ball was last played (see Rule 20-5).   

   

Exception: If it is known or virtually certain that the original ball, that has not been 

found, has been moved by an outside agency (Rule 18-1), is in an obstruction (Rule 

24-3), is in an abnormal ground condition (Rule 25-1) or is in a water hazard (Rule 

26-1), the player may proceed under the applicable Rule.  

  

27-2 - Provisional Ball  

  

a. Procedure   



If a ball may be lost outside a water hazard or may be out of bounds, to save time the 

player may play another ball provisionally in accordance with Rule 27-1. The player 

must inform his opponent in match play or his marker or a fellow-competitor in stroke 

play that he intends to play a provisional ball, and he must play it before he or his 

partner goes forward to search for the original ball.   

If he fails to do so and plays another ball, that ball is not a provisional ball and 

becomes the ball in play under penalty of stroke and distance (Rule 27-1); the original 

ball is lost.   

(Order of play from teeing ground - see Rule 10-3)   

   

Note: If a provisional ball played under Rule 27-2a might be lost outside a water 

hazard or out of bounds, the player may play another provisional ball. If another 

provisional ball is played, it bears the same relationship to the previous provisional 

ball as the first provisional ball bears to the original ball.   

   

b. When Provisional Ball Becomes Ball in Play   

The player may play a provisional ball until he reaches the place where the original 

ball is likely to be. If he makes a stroke with the provisional ball from the place where 

the original ball is likely to be or from a point nearer the hole than that place, the 

original ball is lost and the provisional ball becomes the ball in play under penalty of 

stroke and distance (Rule 27-1).   

If the original ball is lost outside a water hazard or is out of bounds, the provisional 

ball becomes the ball in play, under penalty of stroke and distance (Rule 27-1).   

Exception: If it is known or virtually certain that the original ball, that has not been 

found, has been moved by an outside agency (Rule 18-1), or is in an obstruction (Rule 

24-3) or an abnormal ground condition (Rule 25-1c), the player may proceed under 

the applicable Rule.  

  

c. When Provisional Ball to be Abandoned   

If the original ball is neither lost nor out of bounds, the player must abandon the 

provisional ball and continue playing with the original ball. If it is known or virtually 

certain that the original ball is in a water hazard, the player may proceed in 

accordance with Rule 26-1. In either situation, if the player makes any further strokes 

at the provisional ball, he is playing a wrong ball and the provisions of Rule 15-3 

apply.   

Note: If a player plays a provisional ball under Rule 27-2a, the strokes made after this 

Rule has been invoked with a provisional ball subsequently abandoned under Rule 

272c and penalties incurred solely by playing that ball are disregarded.  

  

28 - Ball Unplayable  

  

The player may deem his ball unplayable at any place on the course, except when the 

ball is in a water hazard. The player is the sole judge as to whether his ball is 

unplayable.  

If the player deems his ball to be unplayable, he must, under penalty of one stroke:  

a. Proceed under the stroke and distance provision of Rule 27-1 by playing a ball as 

nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball was last played (see Rule  

20-5); or   



b. Drop a ball behind the point where the ball lay, keeping that point directly 

between the hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped, with no limit to how far 

behind that point the ball may be dropped; or   

c. Drop a ball within two club-lengths of the spot where the ball lay, but not 

nearer the hole.  

If the unplayable ball is in a bunker, the player may proceed under Clause a, b or c. If 

he elects to proceed under Clause b or c, a ball must be dropped in the bunker. When 

proceeding under this Rule, the player may lift and clean his ball or substitute a ball.  

  

Through the green refers to any part of the course within its boundaries with the 

exception of   

a) The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played.  

b) All hazards on the course.   

  



  

  


